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Commercial Trailer Net Orders Continue to Post Strong Gains

COLUMBUS, IN — March commercial trailer net orders were up 165 percent from March 2009,
according to ACT Research Co. (ACT), the premier source of analysis in the market for
commercial trucks and trailers. Commercial trailer net orders have posted year-over year growth
for six consecutive months, four of which have been in excess of 100 percent.

In the latest release of State of the Industry: U.S. Trailers, ACT noted widespread improvement,
with y/y growth in all of the nine trailer segments. Dry vans, the volume leader, are rebounding
strongly with a year-to-date growth in net orders of 233 percent. Reefer vans, which generally
performed best during the recession, continue to gain, with year-to-date growth of 63 percent.
The improving orders pushed total trailer backlogs to its highest level in 18 months, which will
support a gradual increase in production rates.

“The trailer manufacturing industry seems to be recovering from the deep slump it has been in
for the past two years,” said Steve Tam, vice president — commercial vehicle sector with ACT
Research. “The stretch of stronger months has come during the normal peak season for trailer
orders, so the industry is being cautious about ramping up production too rapidly to ensure
growth is sustainable,” added Tam.

ACT is the recognized leading publisher of new and used commercial vehicle (CV) industry
data, market analysis and forecasting services for the North American market, as well as the
China CV market. ACT’'s CV services are used by all major North American truck and trailer
manufacturers and their suppliers, as well as the banking and investment community. For more
information on ACT, please go to our web site at http://www.actresearch.net.
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